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Chatfield Watershed Authority

 Board Meeting Minutes
June 24, 2009
	Member

ATTENDEES:


Tim Friday(Castle Rock)
Steve Koster (Douglas County)
Lissa Oelkers (PCWA)
Bob Deeds (City of Littleton)
Paul Grundemann (CWSD)
Martha Hahn (PCWA, Castle Pines)
Pat O’Connell (Jefferson County)
Ronda Sandquist (Jackson Creek)
David VanDellen (Castle Rock)
Steve Boand (Douglas County)
Harold Smethills (Dominion)
Ed Kinerk (Sacred Heart)


OTHER ATTENDEES: 
Amy Conklin (CWA Management Team)
Julie Vlier (CWA Management Team)

Esty Atlas (Hughes and Stuart)

Call to Order:
  Paul Grundemann called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  It was determined that there was a quorum. 

Approval of May 27, 2009 Meeting Summary – Harold Smethills moved and Ronda Sandquist seconded approval of the meeting summary after recommended revisions shown below. The vote to approve was unanimous.  Ronda Sandquist revised the meeting summary by removing the last sentence under ‘Report from the TRC’ on the second page.  The last sentence in the same paragraph was further revised to read, “Jeanne Dassel mentioned that she hopes to receive guidance from the CWA”.
Approval of Invoices and Payments:  Ed Kinerk moved and Patrick O’Connell seconded that the invoices be paid as presented.  The vote was unanimous.  
New Business:

Update on Rulemaking Hearing – Ronda Sandquist described the results of the Rulemaking hearing on June 8th and 9th.  The Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC) adopted the Chatfield Reservoir temperature standard agreed upon by the WQCD and Authority; however, the WQCC did not adopt the Authority’s proposal for re-segmentation of the South Platte River upstream of Chatfield Reservoir and a temporary modification for temperature at the discharge point of Roxborough/Dominion. As a positive outcome, the WQCC did include appropriate language in the statement of basis and purpose regarding the need for more data in the future to support the temperature standard for this reach of the South Platte River.  Bob Deeds requested that the Manager keep a timeline of negotiation activities related to the Regulation #73 rulemaking.

Working Draft of the 2008 Annual Report - The Management Team reported that a draft of the annual report was included in the packet and is now posted on the web page.  The date to present to the WQCC has been set for October 13th at 11:00 a.m.  The WQCC will need the final report by the end of August.  The 2008 Annual Report will provide a basis for edits to the draft DRCOG technical appendix regarding Chatfield Watershed Authority.  Accordingly, the Management Team will provide comments to DRCOG.  The Board set the July 22nd meeting as the deadline for comments on the 2008 Annual Report.  Paul Grundemann proposed some revisions but said in general the report looked pretty good.  The Board directed the Management Team to set up meetings with both the Douglas and Jefferson County Commissioners, as requested, to present the 2008 Annual Report.
Update on Douglas County Referrals – Steve Koster, Douglas County staff reported on changes that have been proposed to the zoning code.  Steve Koster reported that they are working to standardize the referral process.  A change that impacts the Authority is the extension of the referral period to 45 days.  The policy is proposed to change so that the applicant isn’t required to respond to late comments, even though they may want to.  The changes also include creating two categories of referral agencies: regulatory and advisory.  An agency’s status may change depending on the project.  Most of the time the Authority would be considered a regulatory referral agency.  The Management Team was directed to send a letter of support for the proposed changes.

Monitoring Report or Updates of Monitoring Activities – Included in the packet were graphical representations of data collected so far in 2009.  The Board inquired about the spike in CaCO3 in May without a corresponding change in conductivity.  In general, the Board likes the graphs. 
Based on a change in the monitoring program, GEI reduced their cost to perform duplicate analyses.  The management team will follow up with GEI to make sure the duplicate sampling proceeds in July.

Old Business
Public Outreach Proposal – A memo was included in the packet summarizing activities as part of this effort and requesting Board input/action.  The board discussed the article on the history of Chatfield.  Some commented that it was too long, but Esty Atlas replied that editors of the publications we send it to will edit the article to fit their requirements.  It is better in these cases to submit a long article and let the individual editors reduce the content.  Paul Grundemann commented that a paragraph on the second page was inaccurate.  It should read that nutrients cause algal blooms rather than chlorophyll.  The Management Team was directed to release the article with the recommended change. 
Ronda Sandquist moved and Tim Friday seconded to spend $650 from Contingency funds to participate in the Colorado Watershed Assembly Conference in Vail in October.  The vote was unanimous.  Amy Conklin will give a presentation on the History of the Authority and we will purchase a display table where we will have display boards and a ‘take away’ brochure or something appropriate. 
Harold Smethills moved and Tim Friday seconded a motion to spend no more than $100 from Miscellaneous Administration funds to prepare Authority business cards for Amy Conklin. 
The Board discussed having an event on Massey Draw.  The Management Team was directed to contact local school districts and set up an event with school kids to do a water quality related activity in Massey Draw.  The September timeframe was thought to be good and we should try to include other stakeholders such as the Chatfield Conservancy Network and Denver Botanic Gardens.  Having pre-project and post-project displays would be helpful. 
As a separate event in the spring of 2010 the Authority could recruit Wildlands Restoration Volunteers and others to do clean up and replanting activities.  Coordination with Urban Drainage and Flood Control District and Denver Botanic Gardens is required prior to any volunteer clean up/replanting effort
The Board also discussed the proposal to have the Chatfield Summit in June of 2010 and agreed that the timeframe was appropriate.  The Management Team will continue to work on the details of the summit. 
The Management Team was further directed to send out requests to the appropriate members to obtain emergency plans from which Hughes and Stuart could draft a plan for the Authority that is responsive to a potential emergency, unexpected water quality situation, or alert.  

Updates from Agency Staff -   No staff was available to provide an update.
Updates on Massey Draw Sampling – PCWA has taken over sampling efforts from Centennial.  PCWA and Centennial will discuss the possibility of sending out phosphorus samples to a laboratory that get analyze to a lower detection level.
Management Team – The Management Team spent 54.75 hours on management activities (58% of the $49,900) budget.   The remainder of the budget for Regulatory support was spent in activities associated with Rulemaking hearing including developing rebuttal testimony and presentation to the WQCC.
The next board meeting is scheduled for July 22nd at PCWA at 2:00 p.m.  

The next Authority TRC meeting is tentatively scheduled for July 9, 2009, 2:00 pm., also at PCWA.  The Board discussed the need to minimize TRC meetings.  It was decided that after the meeting with CDPHE on Thursday June 25th, the Chairs of the TRC would decide if a meeting was necessary. 
Harold Smethills moved and Tim Friday seconded to combine the November and December Board meetings to December 9, 2009.  The vote was unanimous. 
The Board discussed the option of moving the venue to Centennial and decided to try a new furniture arrangement at PCWA and discuss the issue again in July.

Financial Matters – There was no discussion of any financial matters.
Other – Amy Conklin reported that she had received Tri-County Health’s response to referral for Sterling Ranch and it was quite comprehensive.  Julie Vlier reported that the report on the US 85 Wastewater study would be presented to the Douglas County Commissioners on June 30th, at 1:30 pm.  The report addresses water quality in the Chatfield Watershed and recommends conversion of ISDS to centralized treatment.

Adjournment – A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Harold Smethills and seconded by Tim Friday.  The vote was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
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