[image: image1.png]





Chatfield Watershed Authority

 TRC/PR Task Force Meeting Minutes
April 22, 2009
	Member

ATTENDEES:


Tim Friday (Castle Rock)
David VanDellen (Castle Rock)
Andy Hough (Douglas County)
Lissa Oelkers (PCWA, Castle Pines)
Bob Deeds (City of Littleton)
Paul Grundemann (CWSD)
Martha Hahn (PCWA)
Lissa Oelkers (PCWA)
Ronda Sandquist (Jackson Creek)
Harold Smethills (Dominion)

Larry Moore (Roxborough)

Kristi Livedalen (Jackson Creek)

Ed Kinerk (Sacred Heart)

OTHER ATTENDEES: 
Melanie Goetz (Hughes & Stuart)

Amy Conklin (CWA Management Team)
Julie Vlier (CWA Management Team)
Call to Order:
  David VanDellen called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  

Approval of March 12, 2009 Meeting Summary – Martha Hahn moved and Paul Grundemann seconded approval of the meeting summary after recommended revisions shown below. The vote to approve was unanimous.  The second sentence under Sacred Heart (1) on page 2 be removed.
New Business:

Proposed Public Relations Outreach  –   The history of this issue was briefly recapped by restating that a public outreach/education program was one outcome of the 2008 Annual Retreat.  The Authority needs to develop a consistent message and to give Hughes & Stuart direction so they can develop both a message and an outreach plan.
  The group discussed and developed both ideas for the Authority’s message and components of the public outreach/education effort.  The word the group kept returning to was SUSTAINABILITY.  The Authority is a good steward of the environment but all impacts, including unintended consequences, need to be identified and communicated.  Melanie Goetz said the Authority is generally unknown which gives us a clean slate to work with rather than trying to react to negative publicity.  The word ‘Authority’ was discussed and the group agreed that we wanted to project that we are in charge; we are the Authority for water quality in the basin.
  The conclusion of the discussion was that our message has 3 parts:

1. Water Quality – The Chatfield Watershed Authority’s first priority is protecting water quality

2. Sustainability – As part of protecting water quality and the environment, we want to be sure all our actions are sustainable.

3. Cost – We want to be good stewards of the taxpayers money.

The group requested a revised Scope of Work from Hughes & Stuart that reflects this message.  They also wanted specific action items which would include:

· Articles ready to publish that could include changes in CDOTs operation motivated by Authority actions; Replanting/Clean up project at Massey Draw this summer; and a brief history of the Authority.
· Chatfield Summit – as soon as fall 2009 bring together the environmental entities in the basin including the Chatfield Basin Network, the Chatfield Reallocation groups, Greenway Foundation, water supply groups and other appropriate environmental groups.  This effort should include pursuit of grants to help with the cost of the summit and other outreach/education activities.

· Disaster/Emergency Plan – If there is a need to respond immediately to a disaster in the basin, such as a train derailment and spill in Plum Creek, the group wants to have a plan in place so the manager knows how to respond and to communicate that the Authority and it’s members are in charge of protecting the water quality.  Members would need to be included in the plan as well as Tri-County Health and potentially other entities.
Wasteload Allocation for the Highlands Ranch Law Enforcement Training Facility (HRLEFT)  - This item was postponed until the May 27th TRC meeting. 
Potential Special Studies and Implementation Projects for the Chatfield Watershed  – This item was postponed until the regular board meeting and will be included on the TRC agenda for May.  David VanDellen and Tim Friday brought information about the East Plum Creek Stabilization Project that was postponed until the regular board meeting. 
Adjournment – By acclamation, the group adjourned for a brief break before beginning the regular board meeting.
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