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Chatfield Watershed Authority



 TRC/PR Task Force Meeting Minutes
May 27, 2009
	Member

ATTENDEES:


Tim Friday(Castle Rock)
Andy Hough (Douglas County)
Lissa Oelkers (PCWA, Castle Pines)
Paul Grundemann (CWSD)
Ronda Sandquist (Dominion, Jackson Creek, Roxborough)
Steve Lohman (Denver Water)
David Van Dellen (Castle Rock)
Jeanne Dassel (Bell Mountain Ranch)
Jim Katzer (HRLETF)


OTHER ATTENDEES: 
Amy Conklin (CWA Management Team)
Fernando del Monte (CWA Management Team)

Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.  It was determined that there was a quorum. 

Approval of April 22, 2009 Meeting Summary – The meeting summary was approved by acclimation. 
New Business:

Update on Wasteload Allocation Negotiations – Representatives from Centennial and Dominion reported on negotiations to lease phosphorus wasteload allocations to entities needing them.  
Jim Katzer presented a proposal to provide a wasteload allocation to the Highlands Ranch Law Enforcement Training Facility (HRLETF) from Centennial’s existing 50 pound wasteload allocation.  Mr. Katzer mentioned that after their calculations, a range of loading of 12.1 lb/yr to 27.6 lb/yr is discharged from the HRLETF.  A wasteload allocation of 30 lb/yr was proposed to be conservative.  


Discussion in the TRC followed regarding the need of a wasteload allocation at the HRLETF.  The HRLETF has two septic systems that are approximately one mile away from any drainage.  The TRC decided that future efforts should include studies to more precisely measure attenuation from Individual Septic Disposal Systems (ISDS) located far away from drainage areas and to suggest a de minimus policy.  Ronda Sandquist seconded the TRC recommendation to forward to the Board a recommendation to accept the Centennial proposal.  The vote was unanimous.
Ronda Sandquist reported that negotiations of a lease of wasteload allocation between Dominion and Sacred Heart is almost complete.  Minor contract language is being revised before the negotiation is complete.  Ms. Sandquist explained that 15 lb/yr lease would be a point source to point source trade under the Authority’s guidelines and would need to be approved by the board and forwarded to the Water Quality Control Division (WQCD).
Monitoring Issues – Steve Lohman presented the following questions regarding monitoring in the Chatfield Watershed:
1. Historical sampling location in Reservoir is not at the deepest location in the reservoir.  Mr. Lohman wanted direction from the TRC on whether he should move the sampling location to the deepest part of the reservoir.   It was decided that it is economically unfeasible and the sampling should remain at the historical location.  The TRC discussed the recommendation from the WQCD to sample at both the historical and deepest spot for a minimum of 2 years and compare the data but economic realities prevent implementation of the recommendation.  
2. Mr. Lohman requested that the watershed monitoring and the reservoir monitoring be de-coupled for part of the growing season.  Denver Water takes samples during high and low flows based on recommendations from experts from Colorado State University.  For Denver Water’s purposes, they sample both the watershed and the reservoir two times per month from April to July. The Authority is required to monitor the reservoir twice per month from July to September which is defined as the growing season in Regulation #73.  Denver Water is proposing to sample only the reservoir twice per month in August and September.  The watershed will only be sampled once per month in August and September.  The TRC agreed to change the watershed sampling as Mr. Lohman proposed.  The TRC discussed the recommendation from the WQCD to conduct snowmelt and storm event sampling but economic realities prevent implementation of the recommendation.
3. A discussion of using the mean or median to measure standard compliance followed.  The TRC recommended using whatever is stated in the revised language to Regulation #73. (which is: “Mean total phosphorous P=0.030 mg/l and mean chlorophyll = 10 µg/l measured through the collection of samples that are representative of the mixed layer during summer months (July, August, September) and with an exceedance frequency of once in five years. See section 38.6(4) for assessment thresholds.”)
The State recommended that the TRC talked to the Cherry Creek Watershed Association to use the same practices they use.  The TRC suggested that the monthly concentration be used when calculating loads by multiplying this concentration by the daily flows.  This was suggested due to simplicity in calculating loads as opposed to a probabilistic method approach.

The TRC asked what the detection limits for total phosphorous and chlorophyll a were for Denver Water analyses.  Mr. Lohman mentioned that the detection limit for total phosphorous was 5 to 10 µg/l and was not sure about the detection limit for chlorophyll but thought is was around 5 µg/l.  He would check with his laboratory and get back to the TRC with that information.  He also reported that Denver Water would be analyzing phytoplankton along with chlorophyll.
The TRC again thanked Denver Water for their monitoring efforts.
Other – Ronda Sandquist mentioned that CWA should work on the Chatfield Technical appendix of DRCOG’s Clean Water Plan.  She mentioned that this appendix should be a compilation of different sections of the 2008 annual report and highlighted the importance of getting group feedback of the annual report as soon as possible.
Adjournment – A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by acclimation.  The vote was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 
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