
 
CONSERVE 

 

 

Vital Reservoir Work to Close Waterton Canyon 
Denver Water to remove massive amounts of Hayman Fire sediment 
 

   
June 17, 2010: 
 
Denver Water’s Strontia Springs Reservoir contains more than one million cubic yards of sediment — a result of 
forest fires and subsequent intense rains over the years. Increased sediment creates reservoir operational 
challenges and causes water quality issues that impact the functions of the Foothills and Marston water treatment 
plants. As a result, a Denver Water contractor will dredge the reservoir to remove at least 625,000 cubic yards of 
sediment — enough to fill the football field at Invesco to a height of more than 200 feet. 
 

This large-scale project will require heavy machinery and equipment. To ensure the safety of those who recreate 
in the area, Waterton Canyon will be closed to the public for a number of months in 2010 and 2011 while the 
majority of the work takes place. 
 
Waterton Canyon will be closed as follows: 
- Monday, Aug. 2, 2010 until Sunday, Dec. 3, 2010 
- Monday, Feb. 28, 2011 until Saturday, Dec. 31, 2011 
 
Neither the parking lot at the canyon's entrance nor the canyon will be accessible during the closure. Some 
contractor activity will precede this date but there will be flaggers to caution the public during July. 
 
Access to The Colorado Trail (CT) from Waterton Canyon also will be closed during these times. The next closest 
access to CT Segment 1 is via the Indian Creek Trailhead on CO Hwy 67, 10.5 miles west of Sedalia (see 
www.ColoradoTrail.org). 
 
“We understand that Waterton Canyon is a very popular recreation site for people of all ages, and we know some 
will be inconvenienced by this closure,” said Neil Sperandeo, manager of recreation for Denver Water. “When the 
full scope of the project was completed, it was determined it would be unsafe to leave the canyon open during 
construction. We hope to make the canyon even better for recreation when it reopens in 2012.” 
 
For questions related to recreation, e-mail recreation@denverwater.org. For more information about Waterton 
Canyon, visit www.denverwater.org.  
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For details, contact: 
Stacy Chesney 
303-628-6584 (office) 
720-232-7214 (cell) 
stacy.chesney@denverwater.org   

1600 West 12th Avenue     Denver, CO 80204 
Phone (303) 628-6000    Fax (303) 628-6349 

 Visit Denver Water’s media resource page 
at www.denverwater.org/Media.  
 



   
 
 

Denver Water proudly serves high-quality water and promotes its efficient use to 1.3 million people in the city 
of Denver and many surrounding suburbs. Established in 1918, the utility is a public agency funded by water 
rates, new tap fees and the sale of hydropower, not taxes. It is Colorado's oldest and largest water utility.  


